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Child Welfare League America, Inc. 


130 East Twenty-second Street, New York City 


No. 


193 


“In Japan children are taught from infancy use 
their imagination, especially the perception hidden 
beauty. The poorest, unable buy any work human 
art, become independent such extraneous aids 
learning recognize the most commonplace objects 


THE LEGION TURNS THE SPOTLIGHT 
INSTITUTIONAL PERSONNEL 


Matters other than the treatment the B.E.F. and 
the payment the bonus were given consideration 
the American Legion during the Portland convention. 
One the most important subjects discussed and 
acted upon was thelneed for better personnel child- 
institutions and possible methods for bringing 
the standards, 

Had social workers adopted the following pronounce- 
ment would not have been front page news. 
news, however, when emanates from the National 
Convention the American Legion and gives promise 
better day the child-care program the nation. 


“That, many dependent, delinquent, mentally and 
physically handicapped American children being de- 
pendent for care, treatment and training institutions, 
and the institutional workers therein whom they are 
entrusted for care, treatment and training, too fre- 
quently being untrained and unsuited carry the 
important work care, treatment and training these 
children, and whereas, The American Legion, through 
its National Child Welfare program, recognizes the 
need for improvement this institutional personnel, 
the following essentials subscribed to: that all insti- 
tutional workers who come direct contact with the 
children, who are charge their training, shall 
have received training for such work and should 
required, through examinations, present their qualifi- 
cations for such work; lack facilities for such 
training requires the development training centers 
and the use traveling institutes, and these should 
encouraged legal means) that all workers institu- 
tions for children, and especially for those who come 
into contact with the children, their food and clothing, 
required present certificates phys sical examina- 
tions staff physicians before their employment 
becomes permanent, and that additional physical 
examination required least annually while they 
are employed the institution; that examinations 


(Continued page 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


That least high school education its equivalent 
should required all employed cottage mothers 
matrons institutions for children was agreed upon 
about seventy executives institutions session 
the Ohio Welfare Conference held Columbus, 
October 1932. selecting which eight sub- 
jects was the most important for their discussion they 
agreed that personnel problems should come first. 


annual report the Orphan Section 
the Duke Endowment, available November, 
will contain information three subjects which have 
received great deal attention among the children’s 
institutions Carolina and South Carolina. 


evaluation the work child-caring 


These include, 
institutions, definite plan for classification 
worked out the Duke Endowment and group 
institutions, (2) institutes for institution workers, and 
state aid for schools operated children’s institu- 
tions. For copies the report address, Orphan Section, 
Duke Endowment, Power Building, Charlotte, 


All children’s institutions are included among the 
organizations which the following special request 
addressed the New York Board Fire Underwriters: 

“The frequent fires each year due defective 
heating and lighting apparatus suggest the importance 
special warning this particular season. when 
many heating equipments are being put into service 
after disuse since Spring. 

“We respectfully solicit your cooperation 
efforts reduce the fire hazard churches, schools, 
dwellings and other buildings such assembly halls, 
clubs, ‘colleges hospitals, asylums and charitable 
institutions. this connection ask that you 
SPECTED, order that any repairs, needed, may 
thorough cleaning flues and smoke pipes especially 
important. like manner inspect 
systems. Systematic care motors, fuel, 

materials, paints and general refuse also 
essential. sure clean cellar attic thoro ughly.” 
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personnel include also requirements mental and 
aptitude ability, all requirements set 
competent persons; that there provision for relief 
staff all institutions permit the 
periods for personnel, assure patient, capable, even- 
tempered and normal handling children; that after 
sufficient facilities are developed for the training 
institutional workers, legislation should 
which will require state authorities all 
who are directly charge children 
that legislation the states undertaken that will 
bring about the changes that will assure better facilities 
and better staffing institutions that are for the 
and protection children, and that the depart- 
ments The American Legion, through the Child 
Welfare and Legislative Committees, urged use 
all legal means enact such necessary 


BOARDING HOME CARE FOR THE YOUNG 
DELINQUENT 


Many delinquents find hard conform the 
regimen institution for delinquents, ever 
adaptable its policies and considerate its treatment 
the youth. 

The delinquent gives indication having individual 
slants, plans, notions. begins just not being 
willing fall without persuasion and later state 
sometimes becomes openly rebellious. This 
course, subversive discipline institution, and 
continues rebel, punishment some form must 
used, which often makes matters worse rather than 
better. 

The boarding home not solution for all troubles 
with the delinquent boy. Crises his re-education, 
however, are not likely arise carefully selected 
boarding home. cannot easily pose bad boy 
hero, for his audience small non-existent. 

you have troublesome boy your hands, per- 
haps carefully selected boarding home may solve 
But not attempt this treatment 


turn agency with adequate experience this 


your problem. 
yourself unless you know how. 


field. important the service such agency 
for treatment young delinquents that 
community can consider itself well equipped deal 
with its quota the 200,000 juvenile delinquents that 
come each year into the juvenile courts without well- 
equipped agency for placement certain number 
these delinquents for care boarding homes. 
—C. 


The Seventh Congress the Union Internationale 
Protection (International Union for Pro- 
tection Children) will held Paris, France, July 
just received the Children’s Bureau the 


: ; 4 


Department Labor from Dr. Lesage, the 


Academy Medicine, Chairman the French 
mittee for the Congress. 
The general theme the congress will 


ment and Welfare.” 


divided into six sections, namely: maternity, 


The work the congress 


Professor Couvelaire, hospital physician, 
the Academy Medicine; 


chairman, 
preschool and school age, chairman, Doctor 
General Secretary the Association School Physi- 
cians Paris and the Department 
Doctor Chailley-Bert, 


cence, chairman, 
the Institute Physical the University 
Paris; abnormal childhood, chairman, Doctor Paul- 
Boncour, Professor Criminology and Anthropology, 
Medical Director the Pedagogical Institute Vitry 


Department Seine); and social service, chairman 


Doctor Armand-Delille, physician, General 
Secretary Grancher (Society dealing 
section will organized receive reports and com- 


munications subjects which not 


removal infants from tuberculous homes). 


these six classifications. The full 
announced later. 

the experience child welfare experts and 
caring institutions the United States are considered 
have much contribute those other countries 
the hope has been expressed the French 
charge preparations for the congress that ther 
will large and representative attendance from 
country Paris next summer. 

(News Release, Children’s 


BOARD MEMBER SPEAKS 
Note: 

The minutes the fourteenth annual meeting 
National Methodist Association Hospitals and Hom 
contain the address given Cooke 
who the board the Methodist Children’s Hon 
herewith excerpts from paper 
has clearly set forth the place and function board 
member modern children’s agency. 

From point view, the methods used for 
providing relief for the dependent, the underprivileged 
and the afflicted have made marked progress the last 
twenty years. 

training, they have developed sounder and more 
constructive technique, and now there are acknowledged 


experts all lines social welfare endeavor who are 
able wisely direct the activities philanthropic 
institutions and carry constructively the welfare 


work our nation. 
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The aim social work, represented this group 
individuals who stand leaders their field, and 
the church are one and the same. One would 
naturally expect the church through its institutions 
develop all the skill and possible through the 
now easily available assistance “social 
such plus the spirit and devotion which should charae- 
terize the philanthropies the church, actuated 
the love Jesus Christ the carrying His name 
and for His sake. are all agreed that society has 
right expect from the church the best 
effective kind service. that end social work and 
religion are necessary each the other and should 
linked together enterprise which challenges the 


conscience men— the alleviation the ills mankind. 

These leaders, trained through the have been 
blazing the trail and setting goals for service which 
ought challenge men and women who are 
associated lay capacity with these endeavors, and 
safe say that progress and development 
individual pieces work have been largely determined 
the measure the cooperation between boards and 
trained executives concerted effort attain the 
highest standards possible for their cause. 

The day past and gone, when board member 
means only allow one’s name added the list 
directors, thereby contributing perhaps some prestige 
the committee the eyes the 
relate still find such members the boards 
many our church institutions. Perhaps part the 
responsibility for the choice and continuance such 
board members may laid the consistent effort 
well entrenched secretary gather about him 
group people who will never fail say and 
Whose carries weight with the people who 
support sponsor the enterprise. very apparent 
that this piece work cannot any bigger finer 
more progressive than the mind and spirit such 
executive. 

Another relic years should also the 
board which feels itself amply qualified conduct the 
work its society parceling out its administrative 
tasks sub-committees and thereby handle every 
item the society’s business with its own hands. 
This very short-sighted procedure, for doing 
the board members try fulfill their responsibilities 
blind the fact that ignorance and inexperience are 
dangerous tools use trying solve the problems 
human kind, which are baffling enough persons 
who are skilled this type work and seasoned 
from long experience. Board members with full time 
occupations their own other professional fields, 
the field business, are apt casual observers 
only the activities which their agency engaged 
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and cannot called competent undertake the actual 
administration detail which can only satisfactorily 
secured through the untiring devotion and undivided 
time properly prepared executive. Some well 
remember when the destinies little children were 
settled the solemn vote such board who knew 
little nothing the cause for action and certainly 
Both these boards 
need born again, take new start and avail 


less the treatment needed. 


themselves all the help which may secured 
sincerely sought after. 

there kind board which has vital 
place the institutional work our church. 
composed men and women who 
contribute out their experience, their best thought, 
the needs their society and the same time take 
the attitude willing learners. Under the guidance 
and educational processes intelligent director, 
such men and women may soon become socially-minded 
degree that makes them valuable assets the 
work for which their interest has been captured. 

effective board should carry the entire responsi- 
bility for the work its enterprise. may delegate 
duties but cannot unload responsibility, and perhaps 
the first and greatest these responsibilities the 
securing the proper executive director for the 
work. board must needs find that person 
the very highest levels the trained social workers 
one who combines genuine Christian character with 
the training, skill and experience gained doing task 
similar closely related with the one hand. And 
might say something about the remuneration 
should paid 
Market prices for 
professional services the social welfare field are slowly 


received the chosen executive. 


what worth the market. 


emerging, while meanwhile very rapid turnover 
taking place the field social work, due for the most 
part the bidding away underpaid people better 
Nothing 


augurs better for the success and growth any society 


paid tasks that are worthy their ability. 


than the feeling the permanence its leader, coupled 
with mutual understanding between board and 
executive and cultivation attitude mutual 
dependence for counsel and inspiration each upon 
the other. 

course, the director should develop his own staff, 
employing the same principles were followed his 
own selection, and should responsible for them. The 
hiring the staff and the removal any one them 
are within the province the director who 
should, course, able give full accounting 
his board for his actions. However, the staff should 
responsible him and only through him the board. 

Someone has said, love serve and 
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less truly what serve love the 
tion and knowledge breed interest and all know that 
the most valuable and efficient board members are 
those who are best informed and most unselfish the 
use their time and influence for their society. 
executive can inspire his board absent treatment. 
The board members must expose themselves real 
treatment faithful attendance the meetings 
the society. essential that board keep itself 
informed the actua! work the society order 
understand its program and policy, with full knowledge 
the facts that underlie and appreciation the 
goals still reached. 

informed without the active cooperation executive 
and staff and here one point testing for the execu- 
tive. The program demanding, time short 
and easy neglect keep the board close 
personal touch with the fact the work 
Much can accomplished regular routine reports 
board members, but more effective are the “come 
and processes. Members should, because the 
taxing demands made their time otherwise, made 
familiar with all the ins and outs the work the 
least expense time and effort their part. Without 
this preparation information and inspiration, board 
members are very poorly prepared assume active 
and important duties which devolve upon them. 

Chief these the development the plan and 
program the werk the society. Frequent adjust- 
ments must made these rapidly changing times. 
institution which abreast the times today 
may shortly back number unless everyone respon- 
that needed revision methods and policies will 
made when demands. Many board members 
have been led forward their thinking the skill 
the director constantly dangling before their eyes 
the step” constantly growing program. The 


very act joining impartial discussion every 
suggestion and idea advanced the executive most 
stimulating, and the knowledge that the fate these 
ideas and suggestions must decided the mature 
judgment all the board members sobering 
thought which should quicken all new and deeper 
sense responsibility. The executive must take the 
“long and one function board may well 
help interpret the new actions contemplated, the 
light their experience coming from their contacts 
their various walks life. the other hand, because 
their vital relationship with the work their society, 
these same board members are admirably fitted act 
board member should preacher the gospel 
the service his organization and the needs the 
community. And, likewise, the attitude and expressed 
feeling the community and church may frequently 
best interpreted executive and staff the inter- 
ested, alert board member. 

All this is, course, the broad aspect the board 
usefulness and many regards ideal one. 
Ideals are stimulating and clear statement the 
qualifications for board members formulated recently 
group executives might well quoted this 
time: 

members should used special committee 
service. They should discuss and determine the policy 
and program the agency, select the executive, assume 
legal responsibility corporation for the operation 
the society, responsible for financing, informed 
the work the society, and thus inform the com- 
munity regarding that work. They should able and 
willing attend meetings. They should representa- 
tive those elements the community with which 
the society must cooperate. They should provide 
clearing house and testing place for the executives’ 
ideas. They should know the work the society; 
have ability contribute the general advance 
the agency’s policies—be able give special service 
along specific lines; represent strength the community, 
either actually potentially; often should expected 
give prestige the work the organization through 
their own influence the community. They should 
able give time the work the organization 
and willing use their ability for its benefit. They 
should congenial one the other; willing 
the work the society; open-minded; willing 
give and take discussion; show cooperative 
attitude toward other agencies and inquiring attitude 
toward all questions. The special contacts board 
members with other groups should 
teaching these groups and bringing about their co- 
operation. Board members should expected 
render volunteer service the actual work the 
organization according their special 
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ard parents. However, the day such laxity 
the never return again. The adoption law, enacted 
itly the 1931 Legislature the State Alabama and cele- 
brating its first birthday only few weeks ago, provides 
protection the child, the natural parents, the foster 
parents, the institutions and agencies authorized 
licy the state accept children for adoption, and the state 
itself all the points mentioned above. 
Child adoption concerns comparatively 
dren—and parents. But for those involved 
and fundamentally important marriage 
the ties blood relationship and creating between 
the individual thus cut off from his own family and the 
ety: persons wishing take him into their own home the 
legal rights and obligations parent and 
vice permanent, legalized substitution the artificial for the 
real family relationship. not doubly important for 
all concerned that the matter considered deeply and 
wisely from all possible viewpoints, experts order 
tion determine whether the new relationship will the 
hey best, the most normal and most secure relationship for 
the child proceeding, which involves 
the basic welfare human soul, rather several 
tude human souls, demands most painstaking and thorough 
oard handling. 

Adoption, its broad aspect, social question too 
complex handled effectively either social 
the workers, physicians, members the legal profession 
working independently. Adoption the individual’ 
case usually does not suddenly arise court without 
*Ora Pendleton, Children’s Bureau Philadelphia, New Aims 

Adoptions. 
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ADOPTIONS ALABAMA 
Editor’s Note: 

The following article and statistical report adop- 
tions was published the October issue the Bulletin 
the State Child Welfare Department Alabama 
which has 


The article was prepared 


Division County Organization, 
permission for its use. 
Miss Louise Kreuger, the staff. 

Less than year and half ago Alabama was one 
three states that retained archaic adoption 
was simple that could occur with little 
trouble and, need be, revoked with equal ease. 
Consent natural parents legal guardian was not 
The right parents the child 
question, their obligation the child, the child’s right 
natural and normal family relationships, his fitness 
subject for adoption, and the suitability the 


foster parents have the care and training 


even required. 


were all 
minor points subservient the desires the foster 


say nothing some one particular child 


having previously arisen possibility the time 
the placement the child. 


Doctors and lawyers are 
ipon their patients and clients for 
professional advice relative the disposition 
unwelcome baby. Many placements are 
persons skilled their own professions but entirely 
without knowledge, training experience the field 
child placing. the peculiar responsibility the 
doctor, the lawyer and the social worker see that 
child placement done only those skilled home 
finding and child placement. Confidence the part 
doctors, lawyers and social workers turning 
each other the mutual interest patient client 
will come only when they are all aware each 
problems and points view and the special skills 
each profession. The most appropriate time prevent 
undesirable and unsuitable adoptions 
child separated from his own people, and 
vision for social investigation part the adoption 
procedure additional safeguard the happiness 
and security children and parents involved. 
Deserted babies, about whom definite information 
available, furnish the origins many adoption cases. 
Many happy adoptions are made from this group, but 
there also certain percentage unsuitable adop- 
tions. fairness the child, its natural parent 
parents and the adopting parents, cases deserted 
babies should reported social agencies immediately 
following discovery. child and the prospective 
foster parents are thus protected giving the unknown 
baby little longer establish his own level develop- 
ment, both mental and physical, before placing him 
permanently. The child and his natural parent 
parents are likewise protected, that the latter may 
have abandoned the child under pressure and emotional 
strain, and given little more time and encourage- 
ment may desire keep their the meantime, 
soon the deserted baby found, should 
reported the most reliable social agency 
community, that the matter can taken into 
juvenile court and custody the baby established. 
The foster family and their motives adopting the 
particular child question must understood thor- 
oughly the adoption investigation complete. 
they want child order work out problems 
their own thwarted lives, because the child will some 
material way asset them, order share 
their love with him, making both his life and theirs 
happier and more normal this relationship? 
several cases the investigation has proved the foster 
parents that adoption was not necessary accomplish 
the purpose they had mind. Various motives for 
adoption have come the attention the social 
workers making the investigations required the 
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new law. Formerly there was law Alabama which 
provided that children might adopted solely for 
educational maintenance. This, course, the wrong 
approach the matter adoptions. The following 
stories illustrate several types cases: 

Petition was filed sister for the adoption her 
own brother and sister. Upon investigation 
discovered that due some financial strain 
parents’ home another state the children had been 
brought the sister into her home. The adoption 
petition was filed order establish legal tie 
avoid paying tuition the public schools where the 
petitioner lived. the discussion the matter with 
the petitioner she was reminded the fact that 
establishing the “legal serve immediate 
purpose she was obligating herself 
responsibility, thereby relieving other members her 
family any obligation the children involved. 
soon this interpretation was understood, 
tioner voluntarily withdrew her petition. The matter 
the children’s tuition was adjusted without difficulty. 

Another motive for adoption the matter inheri- 
tance only. This ‘point can illustrated the case 
older couple who filed petition adopt twenty- 
year-old boy. Upon investigation was discovered 
that the petitioners had done great deal for the boy 
all his life and that turn thought great deal 
them. He, however, lived the home his parents. 
The petitioners had heirs except several nephews 
whom they felt were not worthy inheriting the 
property they owned, they planned adopt this 
boy and thus make him their heir. When adoption was 
thoroughly discussed with the petitioners they agreed 
consult attorney and make will leaving their 
property they desired. 

Another case clearly illustrates different implications 
adoption which are involved adoption and legal 
custody cases. grandmother filed petition adopt 
her granddaughter. When the case study was made 
was found that the parents the child were separated. 
The father had not been persuaded sign his consent 
the adoption. The petitioner explained that both 
parents were very young and inexperienced, had shown 
sense responsibility toward the child and had 
largely depended upon her for the financial support 
the whole family. the time the mother was living 
with the petitioner and was sign the adoption 
consent. The petitioner that she 
tection from future interference either parent since 
she felt that the child should protected from constant 
moving about and lack the petitioner 
was reminded that adopting she was relieving both 
parents all responsibility, including financial responsi- 


bility toward the child, she very quickly that 


this was not her purpose desire since she felt 
they would always owe financial support 
herself remembered her age factor the 
Except for the youth, inexperience and irresponsibility 
the parents there was oceasion sever the 
parental tie. Legal custody granted the grandmother 
would render the child the desired protection. 

one instance the maternal 
illegitimate boy petitioned adopt him that 
might enroll school under the same name theirs 
the investigation was found that his birth was 
recorded under his mother’s name, his name was 
already what his grandparents wished him 
and adoption was not all necessary. 

After the investigation, the State Child Welfare 
Department its duly authorized agent, the foster 
home and the conditions which have caused the child 
come before the court for adoption, the State Child 
Welfare Department submits written report 
report usually takes the form recommendation, 
although fully realized that the has the 
final action granting dismissing the 
social worker, adoption cases Alabama, really acts 
agent the court, and makes her investigation 
and report the request the cases in- 
volving only five children during the past year have 
the opinions the courts and the social workers differed. 

several cases adoption proceedings were started 
because incorrect interpretation the law. 
soon the law was properly interpreted 
tioners they realized that adoption carried with 
implications and responsibilities which they not 
foreseen, and they therefore withdrew 


hie 


adopt. other cases foster parents withdrew 
approved the investigating agency. cases 
the agency assumes the responsibility helping 
make some other plans for the child involved, and 
properly interpreting the law that the petitioners 
will understand why their home could not approved. 

One the most advanced provisions the law 
the provision for new birth certificate for every child 
after completion adoption, entered the Bureau 
Vital Statistics under the new name. This makes 
possible for adopted child enter under its 
adopted name, and protects the child 
embarrassment many instances which 
minor adults but which are vital importance 
the child. 

The adoption law has now been functioning one 
the State Child Welfare Department submitting 
the first annual adoption report the probate courts 


Alabama. During the past twelve months 207 


( 
( 
( 

| 

| 


fare 


oners 
oved. 
aw is 
child 


vear, 


courts 
207 


petitions involving 234 children have been filed the 
probate courts the state. Investigations have been 
completed and reports submitted the courts 
eases involving 173 children. For 142 children adoption 
was approved, for disapproved, and for 
petition was withdrawn. petitions involving 


children the are still pending. 


STUDY PRESBYTERIAN SERVICE DE- 
PENDENT CHILDREN COMPLETED 

recent study Presbyterian work for dependent 
children has provided findings which are significance 
social workers well those officially responsible 
for activities the churches. The report this study, 
the General 


which was presented the 

Northern) 
Denver June, 1952, proposes policies which many 
Presbyterians and Presbyterian organizations wil! give 
erious consideration. The General Assembly did not, 
way, these policies upon the Church but 
the report itself has answered questions raised 
constituent Presbyteries previous with reference 
place the church certain fields social work. 


institutions serving children 


Presbyterian 
dealt with the needs dependent children commu- 
nities where there are institutions. 

The study was made the Child Welfare League 
America for Rev. Henry Master, D.D., General 
the Board Pensions the Presbyterian 
Church, whom the General Council the Church 
had delegated the responsibility for such 
League assigned Hopkirk, its staff, the 
principal responsibility for the study, which included 
visits institutions and church officials states. 

The following excerpts from the report the study 
are quoted from the Blue Book the 1932 General 
Assembly the Presbyterian Church: 


“In any part the United States Presbyterian 
Churches Presbyterians individually render 
service dependent children adopting the 
following policies: 

The area included each synod should have 
well-balanced program public service 
for dependent children, which communities 
will work under non-sectarian well church 
auspices. consistent and desirable for Presby- 
support even the child-caring 
organizations other churches, when such organiza- 
tions fill vital places the community program. Where 
there Presbyterian institution this alternative 
should considered before developing new 
terian organization. Such institution should 
founded only when clear that will not duplicate 


the work other Protestant church and non-sectarian 
agencies. 


g 


“This implies recognition Presbyterians the 
interests the community greater than the interests 
the Church planning for the care dependent 
children. the responsibility the Church 
engage community planning such service, taking 
the initiative 


when necessary. 
Presbyterian institutions and agencies 
should improved and each case should 
essential part community plan for 
dependent children. and any new Presbyterian 
organizations this field service should avoid in- 
flexible and restricted programs. The services offered 
should flexible enough meet various needs and 
should allow for care institutions and for foster 
family care, free and boarding homes 

public service for 
ment extension. 


needs improve- 


Then all possible influence should 


exercised securing the enabling lation and 
county service. Such planning should 


visions for mothers’ aid, other care children 
their own homes and foster family 
and institutions. 
Church should provide consultation and 
advice Or nes, Ss, SYNOGS 
and existing Presbyterian 


hor nes 


institutions for children. 


religious large the Presbyterian Church 
has thus responsibilities for the con 
munity and its social agencies greater 
Observations leading these conclusions were based 
largely upon that part the study which covered the 
activities Presbyterians communities where this 
Church has institutions for children. 

analysis the church the mem- 
bers governing boards non-sectarian child-earing 
agencies located cities and different 
shown that per cent were 


was more than the 


any other church 
the next largest being per cent who were members 
the Protestant Church. The Congrega- 
tional Churches came next with per 
information was used only indicate definite interest 


dependent children. (The study was too brief 


allow correlation these data with the density 


communicants the various churches the com- 
munities served these agencies with any pos- 
sible advantages Presbyterian Epis- 
copal communicants due status 
which might make them desirable 
members. 


Synod New Jersev, the third largest svnod, 


has Presbyterian for dependent 
few years ago the Presbytery 


within its boundaries. 
Morris and Orange (in New Jersey) 
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committee study the need for proposed Presby- 
terian institution this type. The committee found 
out what facilities were available for the dependent 
children the community and about what would 
cost build and operate institution. After delibera- 
tion was decided that dependent children were well 
cared for existing agencies, that was undesirable 
duplicate their work, and that individuals interested 
were not prepared assume the financial obligations 
necessary for the development high-grade Presby- 
terian agency for the care children. 

executive one the New Jersey agencies 
members volunteered the following information: ‘One 
past presidents who active the Presbyterian 
insists that the policy his particular 
group support non-sectarian organizations rather 
than initiate sectarian work.’ 

“Interviews with more than thirty synodical and 
presbyterial representatives sixteen synods revealed 
attitudes similar that which was found New 
Jersey. Only five those interviewed were favor 
increasing the amount service for dependent 
children under the auspices the Church. 

sociology kindred subjects five 
Presbyterian theological seminaries were interviewed. 
All but one considered consistent for Presbyterians 
avoid the development sectarian institutions and 
existing programs service for dependent children, 
even though some these under the auspices 
other Protestant churches.” 

The report specific recommending Presby- 
terians Iowa and Nebraska the support existing 
non-sectarian and public service and the development 
additional public service for dependent children, 
preference organization new Presbyterian insti- 
the time the study the 
Synods Iowa and Nebraska had committees for the 


study the need new Presbyterian institutions for 


tutions for children. 


also significant that these 


iS. 


children and the aged. 
synods are typical most Presbyterian 

The report contains several references public 
welfare service and indicates definite opportunities and 
responsibilities Presbyterians Iowa and Nebraska 
for making more effective the county public welfare 
boards for which there are provisions (only recently 
Nebraska) the laws these states. The importance 
the Church being interested something more than 
Presbyterian orphanages suggested the following 
paragraph mothers’ aid. 

Iowa and Nebraska the provisions for mothers’ 
aid are inadequate. both states the laws permit 
county officials provide this type social service 
only few counties attempt provide the service 
for all who need it. The need for skilled social workers 
administer the allowances for the mothers and 
children aided, great the need for adequate 
appropriations. mothers’ aid becomes more effective 
both states the enabling legislation will need im- 


provement. The Presbyterian Church could provide 
greater social service and could nothing more 
vital preventing the breakdown family life 
devoting itself the improvement this work 
mothers and their children.” 


Limitations the services provided the 
terian institutions studied are summarized follows: 


“Ninety per cent the children under the care 
the Presbyterian institutions receive only institutional 
care. The eleven institutions studied provide care 
foster family homes for only ten per cent the children 
for whom they are responsible. this small group 
almost all are free family homes. For few, legal 
adoption pending but most are homes 
some return work expected the children 
for food, lodging and the opportunity 
going than one per cent the total 
children under care are family homes where board 
paid the institution. 

“In Presbyterian institutions, for the 
policies are too rigidly limited the provision 
institutional care. Where other types care are 
provided there not enough use family boarding 
homes. Policies also are limited the frequent use 
formal surrenders signed parents, which prolong 
rather than reduce the length child’s residence 
the institution. There are needed large number 
replacements those who are unskilled 
skilled the care children. The addition pro- 
fessional services the fields health service, mental 
hygiene, recreation and social case work are needed 
most the institutions.” 


Mr. Carstens has just returned from the 
Southern Regional Conference held October and 
New Orleans, which had unusually large 
ance. The conference seemed fill many immediate 
needs the child welfare workers the South. 


CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY 

ALABAMA—Children’s 

County, Birmingham. New address: 
Avenue, North. 

Bureau, Welfare Association for 
Jewish Children, and the Cleveland Humane Society, 
Cleveland, have moved 1900 Euclid 
Formerly located Federal Reserve Bank Building. 

Bureau, 
address: 402 Goodwyn Institute, Memphis. 


ENCLOSURES 

(Sent members only) 

and Charlotte Isabel Claflin. report The Juvenile 
Protective Department the Children’s Aid and 
Society for the Prevention Cruelty Children 
Erie County, New York. 
Foop New York State 
Emergency Relief Administration, 124 
Street, New York, Distribution this pamphlet 
League members made possible through the 
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